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SUBJ: PRESIDENT BANDA DEPARTS FOR STATE VISIT TO ZAMBIA 

REF: BLANTYRE 0004 

1 . PRESIDENT BANDA DEPARTED FOR ZAMBIA AT 1 1 :00 A.M. TODAY ON AN 
AIR MALAWI JET TO RETURN THE VISIT WHICH PRESIDENT KAUNDA MADE TO 
MALAWI IN MAY, 1974. POR THE PAST TWO DAYS A SOUND TRUCK HAS BEEN 
CRUISING BLANTYRE AND ENVIRONS URGING PEOPLE TO CHILEKA AIRPORT TO 
GIVE A STRONG SEND-OPF TO THEIR LIPE PRESIDENT AND SCHOOLS WERE 
CLOSED TODAY WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO HAVE THEIR PUPILS LINE HIS REOUTE 
TO THE AIRPORT. UPON ARRIVAL AND ALTER JOINING "HIS WOMEN" SEVERAL 
TIMES IN THEIR NATIONAL DANCES THE PROGRAM WAS BEGUN WITH REMARKS 
PROM THE MINISTER FOR THE SOUTHERN REGION CHIWANDA GAMA WHO 
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ASSURED THE PRESIDENT REPEATEDLY THAT HE HAD NOTHING TO PEAR 
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DURING HIS ABSENCE, THAT EVERYTHING WILL BE PEACEEUL AND CALM IN 
MALAWI. PRESIDENT BANDA ANSWERED CHIWANDA BY EXPLAINING TO THE 
ASSEMBLED 2-3000 PEOPLE THAT CHIWANDA WAS THINKING OE TIMES PAST 
AND THE REBELLIOUS MINISTERS AND THEIR SUPPORTERS WHO OE COURSE 
HAVE NOW BEEN DETAINED OR DISPERSED BUT SHOULD ANY REMNANT 
TRY TO MAKE TROUBLE IT WOULD BE DEALT WITH QUICKLY AND RUTHLDSSLY 
BY "HIS PEOPLE." HIS PEOPLE ARE HIS "SPECIAL BRANCH." 

THEREFORE, HE LEAVES MALAWI WITH COMPLETE CONFIDENCE AND NO 
WORRY WHATSOEVER. 

2. BANDA ALSO WENT ON TO EXPLAIN THAT AS THE OLDER OF THE 
TWO PRESIDENTS "WITH LESS HAIR AND MORE GRAY IN IT" IT WAS 
RIGHT IN ACCORD ANCA WITH AFRICAN TRADITION OHAT PRESIDENT 
KAUNDA SHOULD VISIT HIM FIRST AS HE HAD DONE. HE WAS NOW GLADLY 
RETURNING THIS COURTESY AND MARK OF CONSIDERATION, AND IS VERY 
PLEASED THAT RELATIONS WITH ZAMBIA ARE NOW WARM AND FRIENDLY. 

3. IN ADDITION TO THOSE MENTIONED REFTEL, HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY 
HIS AMB TO THE U.S., ROBERT MBAYA. 

4. COMMENT: IT WAS A ROUTINE SEND-OFF BY A RATHER 
MODEST 

ASSEMBLAGE CONSIDERING THE EFFORT MADE BY THE MALAWI CONGRESS 
PARTY. THE EMPHASIS PLACED O STABILITY AND ORDER IN HIS ABSENCE 
RIN OUR OPINION REFLECTS MORE HIS EVER PRESENT PARANOIA REGARDING 
HIS EX-MINISTERS RATHER THAN ANY DISCERNIBLE THREAT TO HIS EVER 
MORE AUTOCRATIC RULE. IN FACT, THIS IS BANDA'S FIRST TRIP OUTSIDE 
MALAWI IN THREE YEARS. THERE HAS BEEN A GENERAL BELIEF LOCALLY 
THAT FEAR FOR HIS PERSONAL SECURITY OR FEAR OF TURNING HIS BACK 
ON THE LOCAL SITUATION HAS IMPEDED HIS TRADITIONAL LOVE OF 
TRAVEL (WHICH AFTERALL IS NECESSARY FOR "CONTACT AND DIALOGUE"). 
STEVENSON 
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